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December 14, 2010

The Swedish Solar Energy Trade Association receives ISES Europe Award 2010

The Swedish Solar Energy Trade Association, Svensk Solenergi, has received an award for outstanding public relations activities in the field of solar energy. The awarded campaign has resulted in over 200 published news items. In addition to the great honour, Svensk Solenergi also receives EUR 1,000 in prize money. 

SVENSK SOLENERGI is awarded for executing out a well planned and successful media campaign in favour of national targets for solar energy in Sweden. The campaign was launched in early 2009, after SVENSK SOLENERGI initiated a cooperation with Westander, a Swedish PR agency. The aim of the collaboration was to increase exposure and interest in solar energy in time for the national elections in September 2010.

– When we started the campaign in 2009, the media coverage was poor and misleading. The interest was low among both politicians and the general public. However, with the campaign, that situation has changed, says Lars Andrén, President of the Solar Energy Association of Sweden. 

The intense promotion work started almost two years ago. Since April 2009, SVENSK SOLENERGI has placed over 200 articles in newspapers, industry journals and online magazines. In parallel, SVENSK SOLENERGI has arranged a seminar for politicians, as well as a number of meetings with the Swedish Energy Agency. Before the 2010 election, SVENSK SOLENERGI also sent a questionnaire to 494 politicians running for members of parliament. 56 percent of the candidates submitted their response. 

– The candidate survey confirmed a positive attitude towards solar energy. A large majority of the politicians turned out to be in favour of national targets for solar thermal and PV, says Lars Andrén.

Since the start, the promotion campaign has been carried out with limited resources.
 
The ISES Europe Award for most outstanding activity is presented every two years in the framework of the International Conference on Solar Heating, Cooling and Buildings, EuroSun. More information about the award can be found on the Global Solar Thermal Energy Council’s website.


For more information, please contact: 
Lars Andrén, Chairman of Svensk Solenergi, the Swedish Solar Energy Trade Association, +46 (0) 7053 585 80, lars@svensksolenergi.se



